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de Tocqueville, his father, and the Due de Damas, his
uncle, I listened to the "discours" of their distinguished rela-
tive with the keenest interest and admiration. The " discours "
was, and indeed has long since been, accounted an historical
masterpiece, and it contributed to elevate the author in the
estimation of all France as a comprehensive student of poli-
tical and social phenomena.

Once more in England, Grote resumed his place at the
banking-house, which obliged me to remain in Eccleston
Street, to "keep house" for him, until July, when we went
down to Burnham; staying there till October, and receiving
a few pleasant guests as occasion served. G-rote employed as
heretofore all his leisure in study, and now methodically laid
out the scheme of his first two volumes, as the real basis of his
long-contemplated * History of Greece/ In October (1842)
he and I went to spend a week at Harpton Court, in Eadnor-
shire, with Sir Franldand and Lady Lewis and their son
George; the rest of the autumn we passed at Burnham in
retirement.

It was during the closing months of this year that Grote
prepared his review of the Early Grecian Legends, taking
for his text the * Griechische Heroen Geschichten' of B, GL
Niebuhr, 1842.

. This article, wherein the collected store of Grote's long
and assiduous studies on the subject found a vent, was
written with uncommon zest, and he anticipated with lively
curiosity the effect it would produce on the learned world.
It broke ground, avowedly, in the field which he proposed to
enter upon yet more seriously in his History, and served as
a kind of foretaste of the treatment of those remote ages in,
preparation for his readers. ' . ,              ...

This striking essay, well known to all scholars, excited
great attention at the time, and has repeatedly been referred
to since, as a most finished piece of learned, critical enquiry.
It appeared in the 'Westminster Review' for May, 1843,
No. 77.,at the
